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INTRODUCTION

This twenty-eighth Annual Report of the Network of Concerned Historians (NCH) contains news
about the domain where history and human rights intersect, in particular about the censorship of history
and the persecution ofhistorians, archivists, and archaeologists around the globe, as reported by various

human rights organizations and other sources. It mainly covers events and developments of 2021 and
2022.

Disclaimer. The fact that the NCH presents this news does not imply that it shares the views and beliefs

of the historians and others mentioned in it.

e Download this report at:

http://www.concernedhistorians.org/ar/22.pdf

o (ite this report as:
Network of Concerned Historians, Annual Report 2022
(http://www.concernedhistorians.org/ar/22.pdf).

o A/l NCH Annual Reports (1995-2022) are available at:

http://www.concernedhistorians.org/content/ar.html

o The complete set of NCH Annual Reports in one pdf file is available at:
http://www.concernedhistorians.org/ar/compilation95-22.pdf

o Orclick:

2022 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017 2016 2015
2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005
2004 2003 2002 2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995

This year’s report was compiled and edited by Antoon De Baets and Ruben Zeeman.

Please send any comments to antoondebaets@concernedhistorians.org.
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AFGHANISTAN

Previous Annual Report entries: 2000-2016,2018, 2021.

On 4 August 2021, historian and poet Abdullah Atefi (?—2021) was tortured and killed in the Chora
district, Uruzgan province. During the night of 3 and 4 August, Taliban forces allegedly took him out
of his home and shot him on the street. A member of the Afghan branch of PEN International since
2008, Atefi established himself'as a writer of the history of Pashto literature and culture after having
graduated with master’s degrees in economics and engineering. Despite featuring regularly in regional
publications, several of his works remained unpublished due to financial difficulties and he had made a
living by cultivating land and working as a literature teacher at a local secondary school. The Taliban

denied any involvement in the murder.

Duringthe presidency of Hamid Karzai (2004-2009), M. N., a history professor and author of a number
of books on Afghan history, was threatened multiple times by members of the Taliban, after he had
repeatedly denied their requests. Then, in 2018, his son was allegedly killed by the Taliban. After the
Taliban took over Afghanistan on 16 August 2021, M. N.’s life was supposed to be in danger.?

On 18 August2021, three people were killed in Jalalabad, when Taliban fighters fired at protesters
waving the national flag. On 19 August, the 102nd anniversary of Afghanistan’s independence on 19
August 1919, Taliban fighters surrounded protesters in Kabul showing the national flag and shouting
“our flag, our identity.” In demonstrations on the same day in Asadabad, two people were reportedly

killed during a demonstration in which the white flags of the Taliban were torn down.’

After the Taliban took over power on 16 August 2021, they damaged and destroyed a number of
historical sites. On [18] August, members of the Taliban damaged thestatue of Abdul Ali Mazari (1946—
1995), thepolitical leader of the Hazara-dominated Hezb-e Wahdat (Unity Party), in Bamiyan, Central
Afghanistan. In November, areplica of the Koran was put on the pedestal and the central Mazari square
was renamed. Mazarihadplayeda prominentrole in the anti-Soviet resistance during the Soviet-Afghan
War (1979-1989) and against the Talibanin the Civil War (1992-1996), during which he wasabducted,

1 “Afghanistan: PEN Internationaland PEN Norway Condemn the Murder of Afghan PEN Member,” PEN

International (5 August2021); “Afghan Poet, Historian Killed By Taliban, Says Official,” Gandhara-RFE/RL

(5 August 2021); “Afghanistan: Outrage at Second Murder of Afghanistan PEN Member by Taliban,” PEN

International (9 August 2021).

Ben Kiernan, personal communication (14 September2021).

3 HannahEllis-Petersen & Dan Sabbagh, “Several Reported Killed as Taliban Shootat Crowds Waving Afghan
Flag,” Guardian (19 August 2021).



http://www.concernedhistorians.org/ar/22.pdf
https://pen-international.org/news/afghanistan-pen-international-condemns-murder-afghan-pen-member
https://gandhara.rferl.org/a/taliban-kill-poet-atifi/31395667.html
https://pen-international.org/news/afghanistan-outrage-second-murder-afghanistan-pen-member-taliban
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/19/several-reported-killed-taliban-shoot-crowds-waving-afghan-flag
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/19/several-reported-killed-taliban-shoot-crowds-waving-afghan-flag
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tortured, and killed. In 2016, he was proclaimed a “Martyr of National Unity” by then-President Ashraf
Ghani.

In [September], members of the Taliban painted over a mural commemorating Tetsu Nakamura
([1956/71-2019), a Japanese doctor and aid worker, who had worked in Peshawar and Nangarhar since
1984. The memorial was replaced by a slogan congratulating the nation for their “victory.”

On 16 September, members of the Taliban destroyed a historic fort in the town of Girishk, Helmand

province, allegedly to make room fora religious school.*

On 29 August 2021, Abdul Baqi Haqqani, the Taliban-appointed higher education minister, announced
areview of the curricula along the lines of “Islamic, national and historical values.” In September 2021,
Taliban authorities also imposed a society-wide prohibition on “insulting national figures.” Many
female history and archaeology students were unable to pursue their studies, as most educational

institutions for girls and women closed after the Taliban took power.>

See also Australia, United Kingdom.

ALBANIA

Previous Annual Report entries: 1996, 2012,2015-2021.

In March 2021, the construction of the Bypass Road in Gjirokastér, a UNESCO World Heritage site,
began. The construction work was in violation of national regulations and would destroy the

archaeological remains of the Old Varosh neighborhood and the Zerzebili bridges, among others.®

On 19 October 2021, the European Commission concluded that no investigations had been conducted
into cases of persons who went missing during the Communist regime (1946-1991) [See NCH Annual

Report 2017, 2020-2021]. On 3 February 2022, the Authority for Information on Former State Security

4 Peter Beaumont, “Japanese Aid Chief amongSix Dead in Afghanistan Attack,” Guardian (4 December2019);
“Taliban Blow Up Hazara Leader Abdul Ali Mazari’s Statue in Bamiyan,” India Today (18 August 2021);
Akhtar Mohammad Makoii, “‘The Soul of Kabul’: Taliban Paint Over Murals with Victory Slogans,”
Guardian (7 September 2021); “Taliban vernielen historische vesting in Afghanistan met bulldozers,” Nu.n!
(17 September 2021); Aletta André, “Hazara vrezen voor erfgoed en veiligheid onder Taliban,” NOS (6
December 2021).

> Shadi Khan Saif, “Taliban Takes Over Higher Education, Rule Threatens Women’s Education,” University
World News (2 September 2021); Scholars atRisk, Free to Think 2021 (New York: SAR, 2021), 44; Human
Rights Watch, World Report 2022: Events of 2021 (New York: HRW, 2022),22; “Taliban Decide Against
Opening Schools to Girls in Afghanistan Beyond Age of 11,” Guardian (23 March 2022).

¢ World Heritage Watch, Report 2021, (Berlin: WHW, 2021), 65-69.



http://www.concernedhistorians.org/ar/22.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/dec/04/japanese-aid-chief-among-six-dead-in-afghanistan-attack-tetsu-nakamura
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/taliban-destroy-hazara-abdul-ali-mazari-statue-in-bamiyan-1842140-2021-08-18
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/sep/07/the-soul-of-kabul-taliban-paint-over-murals-with-victory-slogans
https://www.nu.nl/289182/video/taliban-vernielen-historische-vesting-in-afghanistan-met-bulldozers.html
https://nos.nl/artikel/2408478-hazara-vrezen-voor-erfgoed-en-veiligheid-onder-taliban
https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20210902134149835&emci=313c997d-300c-ec11-981f-501ac57ba3ed&emdi=da0db27f-410c-ec11-981f-501ac57ba3ed&ceid=1725333
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/mar/23/girls-in-afghanistan-school-taliban
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/mar/23/girls-in-afghanistan-school-taliban
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Documents and the State Police signed an agreement to work together to revive stalled efforts to find

the remains of people who disappeared.’

After the publication of Free on 28 October 2021 —a memoir about coming of age during and after
Enver Hoxha’s Communist regime (1941-1985) — Lea Ypi, professor of political theory at the London
School of Economics, received “offensive, accusatory and defamatory” messages, including s exist

comments and personal attacks.®

On 27 July 2022, the Autoriteti pér Informimin mbi Dokumentet e Ish-Sigurimit t& Shtetit (AIDSSH;
Information Authority on Former State Security Documents) sent to parliament documents confirming
that five public and elected officials, including former President Ilir Meta (in office between 2017—
2022), had been involved with the Sigurimi, the secret police service of the People’s Socialist Republic
of Albania (1944-1991). According to the files, Meta had voluntarily spied on a friend who had tried
to illegally cross the then closed-off border. In addition to the information, the AIDSSH reiterated its
requestto parliamentto updatethe law on politicians’ verification procedures. Followingthe dissolution
of the People’s Republic, two commissions were established to run background checks on politicians’
ties to the Communist regime. The current law did not allow the AIDSSH to override the decisions of

these commissions.’

See also Azerbaijan.

ALGERIA

Previous Annual Report entries: 1996,2001-2019, 2021.

On 22 April 2021, Said Djabelkhir, a professor specialized in Sufi Islam, was convicted by the Sidi
M’hamed Court of First Instance for “offending the Prophet of Islam” and “denigrating the dogma or
precepts of Islam” and sentenced to three years in prison and a fine of 50,000 Algerian dinars. On

Facebook, Djabelkhir had published three posts, in which he described certain hadiths (reports of

7 Gjergj Erebara, “Albanian Prosecutor Declines to Probe Communist-Era Disappearances,” Balkan Insight 22
October 2021); “Albania Reluctant To Find Its 6.000 Missing Communism Victims — Analysis,” Eurasia
Review (26 October 2021); Fjori Sinoruka, “Albanian Officials Agree to Cooperate to Find Communist-Era
Missing,” Balkan Insight (3 February 2022).

8  Matthew Weaver, “Author Says Memoir of Communist Albania Met With ‘Vicious’ Abuse,” Guardian (3
January 2022).

9 “Startling Revelation: [lir Meta’s Name Found in Former-State Intelligence Files,” Euronews (27 July 2022);
“Former President Ilir Meta’s Name Appearsin Communist Intelligence Files,” Exit News (27 July 2022).



http://www.concernedhistorians.org/ar/22.pdf
https://balkaninsight.com/2021/10/22/albanian-prosecutor-declines-to-probe-communist-era-disappearances/
https://www.eurasiareview.com/26102021-albania-reluctant-to-find-its-6000-missing-communism-victims-analysis/
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/02/03/albanian-officials-agree-to-cooperate-to-find-communist-era-missing/
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/02/03/albanian-officials-agree-to-cooperate-to-find-communist-era-missing/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/jan/03/author-memoir-communist-albania-met-vicious-abuse-lea-ypi
https://euronews.al/en/albania/2022/07/27/startling-revelation-ilir-metas-name-found-in-former-state-intelligence-files/
https://exit.al/en/2022/07/27/former-president-ilir-metas-name-appears-in-communist-intelligence-files/
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statements by the Prophet Muhammad) as “apocryphal,” called some stories in the Quran “myths,” and
made comparisons between the Islamic holiday Eid al-Adha and the Berber new year celebration.

During his trial, he defended the posts as “academic reflections.”!°

On 26 June 2021, authorities arrested former Member of Parliament Nordine Ait Hamouda and
remanded him in custody in Algiers pending investigation for “insulting symbols of the state,” and
“attacking a former President of the Republic.” The charges referred to his comments on the privately-
owned local Al Hayat TV channel a few days earlier calling historic figures including Emir Abdelkader
(1808—1883), a religious and military leader who fought against French colonial forces, and Houari
Boumédiéne (1932-1978), the chairman of the Revolutionary Council (1965-1976) and second
president of Algeria (1976—1978), “traitors.” On 23 June 2021, the Ministry of Communication had
also ordered a one-week suspension of Al Hayat TV. Ait Hamouda was granted provisional release on

23 August after two months in prison. '

See also France.

ANTIGUA & BARBUDA

See Grenada.

ANGOLA

Previous Annual Report entries: 2003, 2009,2017, 2020.

ARGENTINA
Previous Annual Report entries: 1997-2021.
On 24 February 2022, in a so-called truth trial, judge Zunilda Niremperger opened an investigation into

the 1924 Massacre of Napalpi in the court of Resistencia, Chaco Province. On 19 July 1924, some 130

police and ranchers with guns descended on protesting residents of the Napalpi indigenous reservation

10 Scholars atRisk, Free to Think 2021 (New York: SAR, 2021), 20.
" Human Rights Watch, World Report 2022: Events of 2021 (New York: Human Rights Watch,2022), 30.


http://www.concernedhistorians.org/ar/22.pdf
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where Qom and Moqoit people lived in conditions of semi-slavery, forced to work on the cotton fields.
Responding to then-govemor Fernando Centeno, the attackers killed between 300 and 500 people.

Niremperger would hear evidence about this crime against humanity from one 114 -year-old
survivor, fromthreeother deceased survivors with whomtaped interviews had been held, fromrelatives
of other deceased survivors who received information according to indigenous oral traditions, from the
Instituto del Aborigen Chaquefio (IDACH; Institute of the Indigenous Chaqueiio) and from several
historians, including Pedro Solans and Qom historian Juan Chico (?—2021). It was the first time in the
history of Argentina that an act of genocide against indigenous peoples was brought to trial. Chaco
Governor Jorge Capitanich, acting as the plaintiff in the case, said that even though they were no longer
alive, the perpetrators “must and deserve to be convicted in the collective memory of the indigenous
peoples.” In 2008, Capitanich had apologized on behalf of the government to the Napalpi victims.

On 19 May 2022, the court found the state guilty of the Napalpi massacre and ordered reparations
to be awarded, including the massacre being added to Argentina’s school syllabus and continuing

forensic efforts to find the victims’ remains. No financial reparations were sought.'?

See also United Kingdom.

ARMENIA

Previous Annual Report entries: 2005-2006,2010, 2014-2016.

See Azerbaijan, Greece.

AUSTRALIA
Previous Annual Report entries: 1997,2001,2003, 2007-2009,2014-2016, 2018-2021.
In 2018, Benjamin Roberts-Smith, a former Special Air Service (SAS) corporal, filed a defamation suit

against Fairfax Media and journalists Nick McKenzie, Chris Masters, and former journalist David

Wroe, claiming that articles published in The Sydney Morning Herald, The Age, and The Canberra

12 «“Resistencia: Este jueves realizardn una audiencia preliminar al juicio por la verdad para la Masacre de
Napalpi,” Fiscales.gob.ar (22 February 2022); “Landmark Napalpi Massacre Trial Begins in Argentina, 98

Years afterIndigenous Killings,” Buenos Aires Times (20 April 2022); “Argentina Found Guilty of Massacre
of Qom and Mogqoit People,” BBC News (20 May 2022).



http://www.concernedhistorians.org/ar/22.pdf
https://www.fiscales.gob.ar/lesa-humanidad/resistencia-este-jueves-realizaran-una-audiencia-preliminar-al-juicio-por-la-verdad-para-la-masacre-de-napalpi/?fbclid=IwAR0HclQzErcTF_qsGr21KQJ_vMYZLYDUgaBZEynfwu0aMCwOJtR8MioKhiI#0
https://www.fiscales.gob.ar/lesa-humanidad/resistencia-este-jueves-realizaran-una-audiencia-preliminar-al-juicio-por-la-verdad-para-la-masacre-de-napalpi/?fbclid=IwAR0HclQzErcTF_qsGr21KQJ_vMYZLYDUgaBZEynfwu0aMCwOJtR8MioKhiI#0
https://www.batimes.com.ar/news/argentina/landmark-napalpi-massacre-trial-begins-in-argentina-98-years-after-indigenous-killings.phtml
https://www.batimes.com.ar/news/argentina/landmark-napalpi-massacre-trial-begins-in-argentina-98-years-after-indigenous-killings.phtml
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-61519794
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-61519794
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Times about unlawful killings allegedly committed by or implicating Robert-Smith during the War in
Afghanistan (2001-2021), had damaged his reputation. The respondents were relying on a defense of
truth. The trial was ongoing in 2022."?

On 14 May 2021, the Yoo-rrook Justice Commission, the first independent truth-telling body in
Australia, was established in the state of Victoria. Its mandate was to create an official record of the
impact of colonization on First Peoples in Victoria using First Peoples’ stories and make detailed

recommendations about practical actions and reforms needed in Victoria. '

In June 2021, during federal parliamentary inquiry sessions into Rio Tinto’s destruction of Juukan
Gorge [See below and see NCH Annual Reports 2020-2021], the Eastern Guruma — Aboriginal owners
of the Marandoo mine in Western Australia— told that they had been kept in the dark for decades over
the destruction by Rio Tinto of hundreds of cultural artefacts from ancestral burial sites between 1995—
1997. On 2 February 1992, the Western Australian government had granted consent under the
Aboriginal Heritage Act — the same legislation which allowed Rio Tinto to blow up the Juukan Gorge
in May 2020 — to Rio Tinto’s application for a large mine at Marandoo on the condition that it would
avoid a significant rock art complex, protect the Thoongari burial sites, and salvage important materials
of the sites that would be destroyed Three days later, the government had passed an additional law, the
Marandoo Act, which effectively prevented any legal challenges from Aboriginal people. Rio Tinto’s
CEO Simon Trott said the company was “not proud of its history” at the Marandoo Mine and was
engaging with traditional owners to right “historical wrongs.” The company continued to operate under

the 1992 Marandoo Act.!”

In 1990, investigative journalists Brian Toohey and William Pinwill published Oyster: The Story of the
Australian Secret Intelligence Service, a history of the role played by the Australian Secret Intelligence
Service (ASIS) in CIA operations in Chile in the 1970s. The book was censored by the government
before publication to keep details of ASIS’s operations secret. Over thirty years later, during a closed
hearing at the Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT) in June 2021, government officials provided
Clinton Fernandes, a former army intelligence analyst and professor of international and political

studies at the University of New South Wales, Canberra, with several hundred records related to the

13 Jamier McKinnell, “Everything You Wanted to Know about Ben Roberts-Smith’s Defamation Case,” ABC
News (29 June 2021); Human Rights Watch, World Report 2022: Events of 2021 (New York: HRW, 2022),
23-24.

14 “Yoo-rrook Justice Commission,” First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria (14 May 2021); Human Rights Watch,
World Report 2022: Events of 2021 (New York: Human Rights Watch, 2022), 53; First Peoples — State
Relations Group, “Truth and Justice in Victoria,” Victoria State Government (5 October 2021).

15 Lorena Allam, “Rio Tinto Accused of Allowing Irreplaceable Indigenous Artefacts To Be Dumped in Rubbish
Tip,” Guardian (25 June 2021).



http://www.concernedhistorians.org/ar/22.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-06-30/ben-roberts-smith-defamation-trial-explainer/100236662
https://www.firstpeoplesvic.org/our-work/truth-telling/yoo-rrook-justice-commission/
https://www.firstpeoplesrelations.vic.gov.au/truth-and-justice
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2021/jun/25/rio-tinto-accused-australian-indigenous-artefacts-dumped-rubbish
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2021/jun/25/rio-tinto-accused-australian-indigenous-artefacts-dumped-rubbish
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opening, administration, and closing of the ASIS Office in Santiago, Chile, between 1970 and 1973.
However, the documents handed over to Fernandes, who had previously pressed the government to
declassify historical national security files on ASIS operations in Indonesia and Cambodia [See NCH
Annual Reports 2014-2015], were heavily redacted reports that contained little information about its
actual operations or its liaison relations with the CIA in Chile. On 2 June, a government executive at
the AAT hearing had contended that any release of documents, fifty years later, would “hamm”
Australia’s ability to conduct intemational relations. In the aftermath of the case, the AAT deliberated
whether to compel the government to re-release the heavily censored historical records with fewer

redactions.!¢

In October 2021, the Joint Standing Committee on Northern Australia, a parliamentary commission,
published its report on the destruction of indigenous heritage sites at Juukan Gorge [See NCH Annual
Reports 2020-2021] and recommended, among others, that the Australian parliament amend the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait [slander Heritage Protection Act 1984 to make the Minister for Indigenous
Australians responsible for all Aboriginal and Torres Strait [slander Cultural Heritage matters and to
adopt minimum standards which include “a record of past destruction of cultural heritage sites (with
adequate safeguards to protect secret information and ensure traditional owner control of their

information on any database).”!’

Throughout 2021, military historians from the official Australian War Memorial (AWM) history unit,
setupin 2016 to investigate Australia’s combat operations in Iraq (2003-2011) and Afghanistan (2001—
2014), and peacekeeping operations in East Timor (1999-2012) and led by historian Craig Stockings,
were denied access by the Defense Department to the unredacted final report of the Brereton Inquiry,
an inquiry into war crimes committed by the Australian Defense Force during the War in Afghanistan

(2001-2021), that had been published in November 2020. The reason stated was that disclosure could

16 Australia rechaza revelar su rol en el golpe de Estado en Chile,” Der Welt (2 June 2021); Peter Kornbluh,
“Australian Spies Aided and Abetted CIA in Chile,” National Security Archive (10 September2021).
“Mining Firm Rio Tinto Sorry for Destroying Aboriginal caves,” BBC News (31 May 2020); “Mining Firm
Desecrated Australia Aboriginal site,” BBC News (2 August 2013); Tiffanie Turnbull, “Destruction of Ancient
Aboriginal Site Sparks Calls for Reform in Australia,” Thomson Reuters Foundation News (29 May 2020);
Deanna Kemp, Andrew Hopkins & John Owen, “How Rio Tinto Can Ensure Its Aboriginal Heritage Review
Is Transparent and Independent,” The Conversation (22 June 2020); “Rio Tinto Chief Jean-Sébastien Jacques
to Quit over Aboriginal Cave Destruction,” BBC News (11 September2020); Nick Toscano & Hamish Hastie,
“Rio Tinto CEO. Top Executives Resign amid Cave Blast Crisis,” Sydney Morning Herald (11 September
2020); Melanie Burton, “Rio Tinto Should Pay Restitution for Sacred Aboriginal Caves Blast — Inquiry,”
Reuters (9 December 2020); “Rio Tinto Chief to Step Down over Cave Destruction,” BBC News (3 March
2021); Joint Standing Committee on Northern Australia, A Way Forward: Final Report into the Destruction
of Indigenous Heritage Sites at Juukan Gorge (Canberra: Parliament of the Commonwealth of Australia, 15
October 2021), xxv—xxvi; Scarlett Evans, “Dreams of Saving Sacred Land Dies in the Dust,” Index on
Censorship,50 no. 4,30-33.

17



http://www.concernedhistorians.org/ar/22.pdf
https://www.dw.com/es/australia-rechaza-revelar-su-rol-en-el-golpe-de-estado-en-chile/a-57754411
https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/briefing-book/chile/2021-09-10/australian-spies-aided-and-abetted-cia-chile?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=adfbac80-045f-4ce0-8657-b2ddd9be07c3
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-52869502
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-23527303
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-23527303
https://news.trust.org/item/20200529115505-zwur4/
https://news.trust.org/item/20200529115505-zwur4/
https://theconversation.com/how-rio-tinto-can-ensure-its-aboriginal-heritage-review-is-transparent-and-independent-141192
https://theconversation.com/how-rio-tinto-can-ensure-its-aboriginal-heritage-review-is-transparent-and-independent-141192
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-54112991
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-australia-54112991
https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/rio-tinto-ceo-top-executives-resign-amid-cave-blast-crisis-20200910-p55uf8.html
https://news.trust.org/item/20201209081717-3fgck/
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-56261514
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Northern_Australia/CavesatJuukanGorge/Report
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Joint/Northern_Australia/CavesatJuukanGorge/Report
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inadvertently tip off suspects and prejudice ongoing court trials. According to the AWM, “official

historians are granted unrestricted access to closed period and security classified government records.”!®

In February 2022, independent senator Rex Patrick asked the Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT)
to order “the release of previously secret cabinet documents about Australia’s dealing with Timor-Leste
following its 1999 independence vote.” At the time, Timor-Leste was governed by the United Nations
Transitional Administration in East Timor (UNTAET). Former Australian foreign affairs department
officer Philip Dorling had filed an affidavit with the AAT recallinga 2000 private conversation with
the Australian foreign minister Alexander Downer in which the latter made remarks that Dorling
interpreted as confirming that East-Timorese leaders, including Xanana Gusmao, Jos¢ Ramos-Horta
and Joao Carrascalao, had been the subject of an extensive electronic surveillance campaign mounted
by Australia. Patrick had already secured the release of parts of the documents which showed that the
Australian cabinet in 2000 was preoccupied with the interests of big oil and gas corporations, fearing
that the independence of Timor-Leste could disrupt access to the vast underwater reserves in the Timor

Sea [See NCH Annual Reports 2014-2015, 2021]."°

AUSTRIA

Previous Annual Report entries: 2000-2001,2005-2007, 2009, 2018, 2020.

AZERBAIJAN

Previous Annual Report entries: 1995, 1997-1998,2008-2013,2015-2021.

On 31 January 2022, Fakhraddin Hasanzade, producer of the history program “Secrets of a Hundred
Years” at the state-run broadcaster AzT'V, filed his resignation, after AzZTV had canceled the screening
on his program of a film about Mammad Amin Rasulzade (1884-1955), who was the President of the
Azerbaijani National Council when it proclaimed the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic (1918-1920).
AzTV did not give an explanation for the cancelation of the film, which had repeatedly been announced

by Hadanzade on social media, but it was allegedly related to two lines — “Rasulzade is the founder of

18 Chris Masters & Nick McKenzie, “War Memorial Historians Denied Access to Afghanistan War Crimes
Report,” The Age (23 November 2021).

19 Christopher Knaus, “Alexander Downer Called Timor-Leste an ‘Open Book’ for Australia in 2000, Tribunal
Hears,” Guardian (8 February 2022).



http://www.concernedhistorians.org/ar/22.pdf
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Azerbaijan” and “Rasulzade is the sincerest love of the Azerbaijani nation” — in the movie. Rasulzade
was part of an ongoing controversy between the ruling Yeni Azorbaycan Partiyasi (YAP; New
Azerbaijan Party) and the liberal-nationalist opposition party Miisavat: the government had repeatedly
downplayed the legacy of Rasulzade and the Democratic Republic, allegedly because the latter’s
democratic credentials were more impressive than YAP’s autocratic rule and to discredit Miisavat,

founded by Rasulzade in 1911.2°

On 3 February 2022, Minister of Culture Anar Karimov announced the formation of a working group
tasked with removing “fictitious traces written by Armenians” on churches in territories reclaimed
during the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh war. This referred to a theory that gained prominence, but was
dismissed by historians, that Armenian inscriptions in churches on now-Azerbaijani territory were later
additions to churches built when the region was known as Caucasian Albania(2nd-S8th centuries). After
widespread criticism, the ministry published a statement on 7 February, reaffirming the working group
but not mentioning any future removal, and stating that “Azerbaijan has always been respectful of its

historical and cultural heritage” [See NCH Annual Report 2021].%!

20 Ulkar Natiqqizi, “Cancellation of AzerbaijaniHistorical Biopic Sparks Controversy,” Eurasianet (31 January
2022).

21 “Azerbaijan Walks Back Plans to Erase Armenian Traces from Churches,” The Moscow Times (8 February
2022).



http://www.concernedhistorians.org/ar/22.pdf
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BAHAMAS

See Grenada.

BAHRAIN

Previous Annual Report entries: 2004, 2008—2012, 2015-2017,2021.

In April and November 2020, police in Hamad Town interrogated Jameel J., then 15, about his
participation in the ninth anniversary of the 2011 Arab Spring uprising (a series of anti-govemment
protests in which at least almost hundred people were killed and more than 3000 wounded). On 11
February 2021, three days before the tenth anniversary of the uprising, three other children, ages 16 to
17, were also arrested for their participation in 2020, and all were taken to the Criminal Investigation
Directorate (CID) in Manama. At the CID, police reportedly beat them and threatened them with rape
and electric shocks. Prosecutors and judges refused to allow the children’s parents or lawyers to be
present during their interrogations and enabled the abuses. On 11 March 2021, the Fourth Criminal
Court in Manama convicted them all on a six-month suspended sentence, after heavy international

coverage of children abuse in Bahrain.?

BANGLADESH

Previous Annual Report entries: 1999, 2001,2004-2006, 2008—2019, 2021.

On 1 June 2021, alleged members of the Bangladesh Chhatra League, the student wing of the ruling
Awami League, attacked members of the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal, the student wing of the Bangladesh

Nationalist Party (BNP), while they were commemorating the anniversary ofthe death of Ziaur Rahman
(1936-1981), Bangladesh’s seventh president (1977-1981) and founder of the BNP (established in
1978). At least twenty students were injured.?

22 “Bahrain: Stop Denying Abuse of Detained Children,” Human Rights Watch (7 June 2021); Human Rights
Watch, World Report 2022: Events of 2021 (New York: HRW, 2022), 70.
23 Scholars at Risk, Free to Think2021 (New York: SAR, 2021), 47-48.
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On 13 April 2022, a Dhaka court sentenced four people to death for the murder of Humayun Azad
(1947-2004), leading writer and professor of German literature at Dhaka University [See NCH Annual
Reports 2004-2005].>*

BARBADOS

See Grenada.

BELARUS

Previous Annual Report entries: 1996-2000,2005-2007, 2009-2011, 2014-2021.

Amid widespread anger over President Alexander Lukashenko’s landslide 9 August 2020 re-election,
which the opposition and many governments denounced as fraudulent, a number of historians and
history producers weredismissed, arrested and detained [See also a previous listin NCH Annual Report

20217:

e On 19 November2020,historianJatthen Malikati ([1979/1980]—)was dismissed from the Belarusian
State University of Transport in Gomel after he had been arrested and sentenced to five days in prison
for participating in a protest against Lukashenko’s re-election, Following his dismissal, he was drafted
into the army, despite the age limit of conscription being 27.2°

e In November 2020, poet and regional historian Ale$ Harbul was briefly detained.?

e On 22 November 2020, Vital Byl, a Ph.D. candidate at the History Institute of the University of

Greifswald, Germany, was briefly detained during a rally in Minsk.?’

24 Faisal Mahmud, “Bangladesh Sentences Four to Death for Prominent Writer’s Murder,” A/ Jazeera (13 April
2022); Amnesty International, Public Statement (ASA 13/002/2004; 4 March 2004); Index on Censorship,
2004, no. 3, 99-100; International PEN Writers in Prison Committee, Rapid Action Network 7/04 (London:
PEN, 8 March & 28 July 2004); International PEN Writers in Prison Committee, Half-Yearly Caselist to 31
December 2004 (London: PEN, 2005): 32.

25 “More Solidarity than Arrests: What Belarusian Culture Experienced Over the Week,” PEN Belarus (1
December 2020); PEN International, PEN International Case List 2020 (London: PEN, 2021), 119.

26 PEN International, PEN International Case List 2020 (London: PEN, 2021), 119.

27 “More Solidarity than Arrests: What Belarusian Culture Experienced Over the Week,” PEN Belarus (1
December 2020); PEN International, PEN International Case List 2020 (London: PEN, 2021), 118.
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e In [late 2020], Ihar Baranotiski, a local historian from Brest, was detained for thirty days for
participation in protest rallies.?

e InSeptember2021, Viktor Yakubov,associate professor in history at Polack State University (PSU)
in Novopolotsk, Vitebsk Oblast, was formally dismissed because of “absentecism” between 2 and 15
September, when he was serving “administrative arrest” for having reposted “extremist materials.” At
the time of his dismissal, he was serving his fourth administrative arrest. In 2007, Yakubov had finished
his Ph.D. in history at PSU.%

e In [September]2021, Vladimir Alexandrovich Lobach, doctor of historical sciences at Polack State
University, left the university by “consent of both parties.” Lobach ran a blog in which he expressed his
views on Lukashenka’s re-election and the ensuing protests. >’

e On 27 September 2021, Andrey Kalas, local historian and teacher of Belarusian history and culture
in Vaukavysk, was detained for ten days. Officially, he was arrested for owning an unchecked hunting
rifle, but many teachers at his school cited the ongoing pressure on those teaching on Belarusian culture
and language.’!

e On 10 November2021, Matvey Grinkevich, a fourth-year student of the Faculty of History at the
Belarusian State Pedagogical University, was detained and had a criminal case against him initiated on
accusations that he had participated in an “unauthorized mass event.”?*?

e On 24 November 2021, Anastasia Voytovich (Vaitovich), student at the Faculty of History of the
Belarusian State University, was detained on the accusation of having participated in one of the 2020
protests. In 2020, she had been expelled from Minsk State Linguistic University for “political reasons.”
In mid-March 2022, she was sentenced to three years in restricted freedom in an open penal facility. 3
e Between December 2021 and January 2022, two people [names unknown] from the history faculty

were among 55 people dismissed for political reasons at the Belarusian State University.**

28 “More Solidarity than Arrests: What Belarusian Culture Experienced Over the Week,” PEN Belarus (1
December 2020).

29 “Tloka cujen, NOCTAaBHMIJIM NPOTyJ. YBoawiau jpoiuenrta [logonukoro ynusepcurera mocie 14 jer pa6oTer,”
Nasha Niva (28 September 2021); Belarusian Students’ Association, The State of Academia in Belarus 2021
(Belarusian Students’ Association, February 2022),21.

30 Belarusian Students’ Association, The State of Academia in Belarus 2021 (Belarusian Students’ Association,
February 2022),21.

31 “Vaukavysk: Prominent Local Historian and Teacher Arrested for 10 Days over Video Posted in 2018 ,” Belsat
(1 October 2021).

32 Belarusian Students’ Association, The State of Academia in Belarus 2021 (Belarusian Students’ Association,
February 2022), 16.

33 Belarusian Students’ Association, The State of Academia in Belarus 2021 (Belarusian Students’ Association,
February 2022), 13; Asveta, Digest of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya s Office on Education and Science: Issue 3
(March 2022),3; “Anastasiya Vaitovich,” Viasna Human Rights Centre ([22 March]2022).

34 Asveta, Digest of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya’s Office on Education and Science: Issue I (January 2022),1.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mgXpG8SN3cBc5m9CKgoj96zs5viHQdy-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mgXpG8SN3cBc5m9CKgoj96zs5viHQdy-/view
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e In February 2022, security forces searched the home of Aliaksandr Aheeu, Ph.D. candidate in
historical sciences and former faculty member of Mahilou State Arkadz Kuliashou University. Aheeu
had previously been dismissed because of his political position.*

e In February 2022, Roza Turarbekova, associate professor of history at the Faculty of International
Relations at the Belarusian State University, was dismissed. 3

e On 23 March 2022, Albina Semianchuk, Ph.D. candidate of historical sciences and associate
professor ofthe Belarusian culturedepartment at Hrodna State University,had her contract notrenewed
for political reasons.?’

e In May 2022, Andrei Darakhovich, a history teacher at Minsk Language and Humanities College,
was detained andaccused of having signed up to a Telegram channel organizingdemonstrationsagainst
Lukashenko. On 14 July 2020, he had been detained at a protest rally.3®

e On10May2022,Dzmitry Niachayau,a third-year student at the Faculty of History of the Belarusian
State University, was detained in Minsk.*°

e On 13 June 2022, Aliena Zubrova, a history teacher in Navapolatsk, was sentenced to fifteen days
in prison for “distribution of extremist materials,” related to a social media post she had shared.*°

e On 1 July 2022, historian Aliaksandr Hrusha was dismissed as director of the Central Scientific

Library of the National Academy of Sciences, despite having signed a new contract in January.*!

On 6 January 2022, during a meeting to discuss official history politics, President Alexander
Lukashenko stressed that the “correctinterpretation ofhistory” was key to state security. He argued that
the mass protests that followed his re-election in August 2020, denounced by many as fraudulent, had
been caused byaview of Belarusian history as part of Europe’shistorical heritage that was “excessively
promoted in school curricula and museums.” Already on 1 January, Lukashenk o had signed a decree
that proclaimed 2022 the “year of historical memory” with the goal to “propagate an objective attitude
to the past among citizens” and “to sustain and to consolidate the unity of the Belarusian nation.”

In February 2022, the Republican Council for Historical Policy was created. The permanent body
under supervision of the Presidential Administration would give “recommendations on preventing and
suppressing violations in the field of preserving historical memory.” In [March] 2022, the government
announced that as of 1 September all universities and colleges would have to introduce three new

compulsory courses: History of Belarusian Statehood, Modern Political Economy, and Philosophy.

35 Asveta, Digest of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya s Office on Education and Science: Issue 2 (February 2022), 1 -
2.

36 Asveta, Digest of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya’s Office on Education and Science: Issue 5 (May 2022), 7.

37 Asveta, Digest of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskava’s Office on Education and Science: Issue 3 (March 2022), 3.

38 Asveta, Digest of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskava’s Office on Education and Science: Issue 5 (May 2022), 2.

39 Asveta, Digest of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskava’s Office on Education and Science: Issue 5 (May 2022), 2.

40 Asveta, Digest of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya’s Office on Education and Science: Issue 6 (June 2022), 3.

41 Asveta, Digest of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya’s Office on Education and Science: Issue 6 (June 2022), 3.
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Minister of Education Andrei Ivanets commented that the courses would allow first-year students to

“be able to view the well-known historical facts in the context of social and political developments.”
Changes to the history curriculum reportedly mainly affected how World War I and contemporary

history were taught. Mentions of Nobel prize winner and oral historian Svetlana Alexievich [See NCH

Annual Reports 2016, 2021] had been stripped from the textbooks.*?

On 21 February 2022, the house of Larysa Shchyrakova, a historian by education and a freelance
journalist working for Belsat TV channel and the human rights website Gomel Spring, was searched
for the fourth time in a year: her phone, camera and computer were confiscated, and she was taken in

for questioning [See NCH Annual Report 2021].4°

On 31 March 2022, the court of Babruysk sentenced history teacher Larysa Sekiarzhytskaya to paying
a fine 0of 2,240 Belarusian rubles (€ 631,56) because of her “political and social attitude to the events in
the Ukraine.” On 4 March, she had worn a yellow-blue ribbon in her hair to school to express support

for the Ukrainian people after the 24 February invasion by Russian forces.**

In April 2022, Dzmitry Yatsevich, whohadbeendirector of the National Historical Archives of Belarus
for ten years and was a major specialist in Belarusian history, had his contract not extended. He was

replaced by Major General Aleh Voinau, who had until recently been an assistant to the Minister of

Defense.*

On 13 July 2022, the Gomel District Court sentenced Belsat journalist Katsyaryna (Katerina) Bakhalova
(pen name: Katsyaryna Andreyeva) to eight years in prison on undisclosed charges in a trial behind
closed doors. On 15 November 2020, Andreyeva and her camerawoman Darya Chultsova, a graduate
from the Faculty of History and Philology of Mahiliou State University, Mogilev, had been detained
for covering a violently dispersed memorial service for Roman Bandarenka, who had reportedly been
beaten to deathby security forces four days prior at Peremen Square (also knownas Square of Changes),
one of the centers of the August 2020 protests against President Aleksandr Lukashenko’s re -election
[See above and NCH Annual Report 2021]. On 18 February 2021, Andreyeva and Chultsova were

42 Kamil Ktysinski, “The Anti-Western Narrative in Belarus’s Historical Policy Becomes Harsher,” Centre for
Eastern Studies (14 January 2022); Asveta, Digest of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya’s Office on Education and
Science: Issue 2 (February 2022), 4; Asveta, Digest of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskava’s Office on Education and
Science: Issue 3 (March 2022), 4; Asveta, Digest of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya's Office on Education and
Science: Issue 5 (May 2022), 7.

43 Veera Nikkanen, “Belarus: Belsat TV Journalists Mark One Year in Penal Colony,” International Press
Institute (27 February 2022).

44 Asveta, Digest of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya’s Office on Education and Science: Issue 3 (March 2022), 2.

45 Asveta, Digest of Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya’s Office on Education and Science: Issue 4 (April 2022),2.
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sentenced to two years in the Penal Colony No. 4 in Homiel, where they were labeled as people “prone
to extremism and other destructive activities” and furtherrestricted in their freedom. Chultsova was

scheduled forrelease on 5 September 202246

BELGIUM
Previous Annual Report entries: 2002-2004, 2006, 2008, 20102012, 2021.

On 26 October 2021, the parliamentary Commission spéciale chargée d’examiner I’ Etat Indépendant
du Congo et le passé colonial de la Belgique au Congo, au Rwanda et au Burundi (Special Commission
on the Colonial Past) published a 689—page report (commissioned from ten experts) on the history of
the colonization of Congo (by King Leopold IT in the Congo Free State, 1885—1908, and by Belgium in
1885-1960), and Rwanda—Urundi (as trust and mandate territories, 1922-1962). The experts’ report
concluded that exploitation, violence and racism were systemic features of the colonization and
recommended, among others, the restitution of stolen objects, archives, and human remains, and
reparations (including financial reparations) for its “colonial debt in light of Belgium’s moral
responsibility.” The experts further stressed the “paramount importance” of declassifying the archives.

On 19 January 2022, while participating in a debate entitled “After colonization: seeking truth and
reparation,” historians Anne Wetsi Mpoma and Gillian Mathys, who were both members of the expert
group, expressed concern over the partial and conditional access to the colonial archives, highlighting
that “Belgian researchers can obtain an exemption to have access to classified documents, but not

Congolese, Rwandan or Burundian researchers.”’

See also Italy, Latvia.

46 “Belsat Journalist Sentenced to 8 Years for ‘High Treason’,” Belsat.eu (13 July 2022); “Belarus Journalist
Given Extra 8 Years for ‘State Treason’,” Moscow Times (13 July 2022); “Darya Chultsova,” International
Women’s Media Foundation ([no date]).

47 Chambre des Représentants de Belgique / Belgische Kamer van Volksvertegenwoordigers, Commission
spéciale chargée d examiner I’Etat Indépendant du Congo et le passé colonial de la Belgique au Congo. au
Rwanda et au Burundi, ses conséquences et les suites qu il convient d’y réserver: rapport des experts (doc.
55,1462/002;26 October2021); Nick Amies, “Experts Deliver Report to the Special Committee on Belgium’s
Colonial Past,” The Bulletin (28 October 2021); Gaélle Ponselet, “Colonial Crimes: Experts Recommend that
Belgium Compensate,” Justiceinfo.net (2 November 2021); Colette Braeckman, “La Belgique se confronte a
son histoire coloniale,” Histoire coloniale et postcoloniale (4 November 2021); Jennifer Rankin, “New
Evidence of Belgian Complicity in 1961 Killing of Burundian PM,” Guardian (5 January 2022); Gaélle

Ponselet, “Belgium’s Colonial Past Commission Stalls,” Justiceinfo.net (31 January 2022).
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BELIZE
Previous Annual Report entries: 2014.

See Grenada.

BOLIVIA
Previous Annual Report entries: 2007, 2009—-2021.

In March 2021, the Truth Commission, set up in 2017 to investigate serious human rights violations
committed by successive military dictatorships between 1964 and 1982 [See NCH Annual Reports
2017-2021], presented its final report to President Luis Arce Catacora. However, the eleven-volume
report, documenting killings, forced disappearances and torture by state agents, was only made public
in the form of an executive summary. The report was not published online and the government did not

acton it.*®

In August 2021, a report by the Grupo Interdisciplinario de Expertos Independientes (Interdisciplinary
Group of Independent Experts) exposed failures by the Attorney General’s Office to ensure
accountability for crimes committed under the governments of Evo Morales (2006—-2017) and Jeanine
Afiez Chavez(2019-2020). Italso criticizeda February 2021 amnesty, issued by current-President Luis
Arce Catacora, for crimesrelated to the 2019 political crisis during which at least 33 people died and

715 were injured. Following the report, Arce revoked the amnesty.*’

BOSNIA and HERZEGOVINA

Previous Annual Report entries: 2001-2021.

On 8 April 2021, Serb and Croat lawmakers in the House of Peoples (the Bosnian parliament) voted

seven against six with one abstention against changes to the criminal code to prohibit the denial of facts

about the July 1995 Srebrenica genocide. It was the latest in a series of failed attempts over more than

48 Human Rights Watch, World Report 2022: Events of 2021 (New York: HRW, 2022), 91; Thomas Graham,
“Bolivian Victims of Dictatorships Still Waiting for Justice: ‘We Are Forgotten’,” Guardian (30 March 2022).
49 Human Rights Watch, World Report 2022: Events of 2021 (New York: HRW, 2021), 89.
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a decade to adopt a new law to outlaw denial of the 1995 genocide [ See NCH Annual Report 2021]. In
June 2021, the United Nations Special Advisor on Prevention of Genocide warned against the
increasing glorification of convicted war criminals. On [28] July 2021, the United Nations High
Representative Valentin Inzko amended the criminal code, sanctioning the glorification of war
criminals convicted by final and bindingjudgments and the denial of genocide, crimes against humanity
and war crimes, making them punishable with a maximum prison sentence of five years. On 30 July,
the parliament of the Serb-run Republika Srpska passed a law on non-implementation of the criminal
code and another providing for penalties of up to fifteen years in prison for “violating the reputation of
the Republika Srpska.” The law took effect on 8 October 2021.5°

On 10 August 2021, the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe Mission to Bosnia and
Herzegovina reported a sharp decline in the number of completed war crimes cases and in the number
of new indictments. On 